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Clubhouse Staff                   
                                                                          

Larry Meno
                                                                      

Tiffany Bishop
                                                                       

Michelle Velez
                                                                        

Jennifer Greenwald
                                                                        

Maria Gracia 
                                                                     

Hours of Operation
                                                              

Sunday-Thursday 10 am-9 pm
                                                               

Friday-Saturday 10 am-10 pm

Call for Holiday Hours

Contact
Phone: 305-245-3003

Email: audubonclubhouse@att.net

*The Audubon Village Voice is not liable 
for any inaccuracies, errors, or omissions 
on its content. The opinions are expressed 
by the contributors. We do not claim the 
ownership of any copyrighted material 
reproduced in this newspaper.

The Vi l lages  of  Homestead Audubon Clubhouse  is  sole ly  responsible  for  the  clubhouse  and its  surrounding proper ty

Dear Friends and Neighbors _______________________________

Love is in the air and I hear Cupid  
has his arrows ready in his quiver

Happy Valentine’s Day

Valentine’s Day is very special to me, as Merv and I will celebrate 39 years of marriage.  
We have lived here in the Villages since the day we were married.  We have seen many 
changes in the City of Homestead; however, the Villages really hasn’t changed very much. 

We still enjoy the tranquil pathways, the beautiful trees, the Egrets that graze in our cul-de-sac and 
the birds that faithfully enjoy our many bird feeders every evening.  
I must also mention our glorious sunsets that we are so very blessed to enjoy daily.   We raised our 
family here and have made everlasting friends throughout the years. 
I apologize for using this format to go down memory lane, but, I’m very hopeful that many of our 
young families will one day look back and realize they have also made beautiful memories. 
Please join us for Super Bowl Sunday.
Next year, hopefully, the dolphins will be playing. 
Don’t forget to bring a dish to share. 
Entry for residents are $5.00 and guests are $10.00 
We also have our annual yard sale coming up and the spots are filling up quickly.  “One man’s junk 
is another’s treasure”.  
I would like to thank Larry and his staff for all that they do for our clubhouse and community. 
See you at the Superbowl Party. 
Until next month, please continue to show love and kindness to others just like my neighbor, Raul. 
He always takes our garbage cans to the curb  
and back again. 
Pay kindness forward, a small act of  
kindness means the world to others. 

 Judy Waldman        

       President
  Audubon HOA

Christmas
Memory
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Authorized Agent
Gruber & Associates Inc

Auto - Motorcycle - Boat - Homes - Business

John Barnes

Office: 305-248-5453

Fax: 305-246-7090

John.Barnes@gruberinsurance.com

www.gruberinsurance.com

1135 N. Krome Ave.

Homestead, FL 33030

M-F 9:00AM - 6:00PM

Sat: 9:00AM - 1:00PM

Join us at the Audubon Clubhouse every friday from 6pm to 7pm for a delightful home 
cooked dinner. It’s a fantastic opportunity 
to connect with your neighbors and enjoy 
good company. We hope to see you there. 
All residents are only $7.00. Any questions 
please call us at :

305-245-3003

For questions or concerns in the 

neighborhood, please contact the 

appropriate management companies.

ACC: The ACC handles all homeowner issues pertaining 
to exterior home improvements, changes that are made, 
as well as parking concerns. Harbor Management han-
dles Audubon, Cluster homes and townhomes north ACC 
matters and they can be contacted at 305-246-5867 ACC 
forms can be obtained by emailing acc@harborms.com

Villages of Homestead Overall: Harbor Management 
handles common areas this includes association payments, 
tree cutting and grass cutting and can be contacted at:

305-246-5867                   

Townhomes South: Lakeview Management handles Town 
homes south concerns which includes association pay-
ments, ACC approvals, estoppels, tenant and homeowner 

approvals. They can be reached at 305-255-9058                                                                    

Townhomes North: Alton Madison handles Townho-
mes North concerns this includes association payments 
estoppels of Townhomes north. 

They can be reached at 305-247-5085 

Audubon Clubhouse: The Audubon Clubhouse handles 
all matters concerning the Clubhouse and its surround-
ing property. All other concerns can be handled through 
the appropriate management companies. 

Alton Madison: 305-247-5085



The Audubon Village VoiceAudubon Clubhouse and Community News 3

305-216-6821

Miami Heat

February 1 Heat @ San Antonio 8:30pm 
February 4 Heat @ Chicago 8:00pm
February 5 Heat @ Philadelphia 7:30pm
February 7 Heat @ Brooklyn 7:30pm
February 10 Heat VS Boston 7:30pm
February 12 Heat @ Oklahoma City 8:00pm
February 13 Heat @ Dallas 8:30pm
February 21 Heat @ Toronto 7:30pm
February 23 Heat @ Milwaukee 7:00pm
February 24 Heat @ Atlanta 7:30pm
February 26 Heat VS Atlanta 7:30pm
February 28 Heat VS Indiana 8:00pm

Florida Panthers

February 1 Panthers VS Chicago 1:00pm
February 2 Panthers VS New York 6:00pm
February 4 Panthers @ Washington 7:00pm
February 8 Panthers VS Ottawa 7:00pm
February 22 Panthers VS Seattle 6:00pm
February 25 Panthers @ Nashville 8:00pm
February 27 Panthers VS Edmonton 7:30pm

Golf

February 6-9 WM Phoenix Open
TPC Scottsdale (Stadium Course)- Scottsdale, AZ

February 13-16 The Genesis Invitational

February 20-23 Mexico Open at Vidanta World
Vidanta Vallarta-Nuevo Vallarta, Mexico

February 27-March 2 Cognizant Classic  
   in the Palm Beaches

PGA National Resort & Spa (The Champion) -  
Palm Beach Gardens, FL  

NASCAR

February 2 Cook Out Clash at Bowman Gray- Bow-
man Gray Stadium.  
    Winston-Salem, North Carolina 8:00pm
February 13 Duel 1 at Daytona- Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway,  
    Daytona Beach, Florida 7:00pm
February 13 Duel 2 at Daytona- Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway,  
    Daytona Beach, Florida 8:45pm
February 16 Daytona 500- Daytona International 
Speedway,  
    Daytona Beach, Florida 2:30pm
February 23 Ambetter Health 400- Atlanta Motor 
Speedway,  
    Hampton, Georgia 3:00pm

 
Nothing Like,
Enjoying  
your HOME

X
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Couples Yoga on February 20th at 6:30 pm at Audubon 
Clubhouse. If any resident wishes to bring a guest there will 
be a $5.00 charge per guest (cash only). 
All participants will need to sign a release form. This  
session is being held by Tamera Anderson-Hanna, Licensed 
Mental Health Counselor and Registered Yoga Teacher.

tchanna35@gmail.com         786-457-1023

COUPLES YOGA
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Always a call
or click away

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

www.georgemeroni.com

Call, click or stop by today

CUSTOM BUILDERS    CC# 03BS00630    Lic. & Ins.

Cell: (305) 302-9056

Tel: (305) 245-3789

Fax: (305) 248-9582

Po. Box 902054 • Homestead
FL • 33090

albertrousseau@aol.com

Key Largo to South Miami

• Gates & Railings
• Storm Shutters
• Patios & Carports
• Seamless Gutters

• Pool Enclosures
• Awnings 
• Concrete
• Leaf Filters

Service
Repair~Installation

• General A/C Repair

• Central A/C System Design

• Air Conditioning Installation

• Multi-Zone Systems

• Condensing Unit Replacement

• Duct or Ductless Systems

• Electronic Air Cleaners

• Climate Control

786-925-6031

LIC# CAC 1822810

Servicing Palmetto Bay to Key Largo
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I N G R E D I E N T S

•	 1 cup (226g) unsalted butter, softened
•	 1 cup (200g) granulated sugar
•	 1 large egg, at room temperature
•	 1 tsp vanilla extract
•	 1/2 tsp almond extract (optional, but enhances the straw-

berry flavor)
•	 2 cups (250g) all-purpose flour
•	 1 tsp baking powder
•	 1/4 tsp salt
•	 1 package (3 oz) strawberry-flavored gelatin mix (for color 

and flavor)
•	 1/4 cup powdered sugar, for dusting

•	 24-30 chocolate kiss candies, unwrapped

    I N S T R U C T I O N S

1.	 Prepare the Dough
• Cream the Butter and Sugar: In a large mixing bowl, beat the softened 
butter and granulated sugar until light and fluffy. This should take about 
2-3 minutes.
• Add Wet Ingredients: Beat in the egg, vanilla extract, and almond ex-
tract (if using) until well combined.
• Mix in the Strawberry Gelatin: Add the strawberry-flavored gelatin 
powder to the mixture. Beat until fully incorporated, giving the dough 
its pink color and strawberry flavor.
• Combine Dry Ingredients: In a separate bowl, whisk together the 
flour, baking powder, and salt. Gradually add the dry ingredients to the 
wet ingredients, mixing on low speed until a soft, pink dough forms.
2.	 Shape the Cookies
• Roll the Dough into Balls: Scoop out about a tablespoon of dough 
and roll it between your palms to form a smooth, round ball. Place each 
dough ball on a baking sheet lined with parchment paper, spacing them 
about 2 inches apart.
3.	 Create the Indentation for the Chocolate Kiss
• Press the Center of Each Ball: Using your thumb or the back of a 
teaspoon, gently press down in the center of each dough ball to create 
a shallow indentation. This step is crucial because it gives the cookie 
its signature “thumbprint” shape, where the chocolate kiss will go after 
baking.
• Perfect the Indentation: For a cleaner look, gently twist your thumb or 
spoon as you press down to make the indentation smooth and rounded.
4.	 Bake the Cookies
• Bake: Preheat the oven to 350°F (175°C) and bake the cookies for 10-
12 minutes. The cookies should be set but still slightly soft to the touch, 
with faint cracks appearing around the edges.
• Cool Briefly: Allow the cookies to cool on the baking sheet for 2-3 
minutes. This helps them firm up slightly, making it easier to press the 
chocolate kisses into the center.
5.	 Add the Chocolate Kisses
• Press a Kiss into Each Cookie: While the cookies are still warm, gently 
press an unwrapped chocolate kiss candy into the indentation you made 
earlier. The warmth of the cookie will slightly soften the chocolate kiss, 
helping it adhere without melting too much.

• Cool Completely: Transfer the cookies to a wire rack to cool complete-
ly, allowing the chocolate to set.

6.	 Dust with Powdered Sugar

• Add a Finishing Touch: Once the cookies have cooled and the  
chocolate has set, dust a little powdered sugar over each one for a festive, 
snowy look.

Courtesy of emmascakestudio.com

A Brief History of Valentine’s Day

Valentine’s Day is celebrated in many countries around the world on 
February 14th, but how exactly did this loved-up holiday come about?

If, like many other people, the only thing you know is that it’s associated 
somehow with a mysterious Saint Valentine, there’s plenty more you must 
know.
Check out  the  lovely  histor y  of  the  most  romantic  day of  the 
year!

Who is Saint Valentine?
Saint Valentine was a priest who conducted marriage ceremonies (and other 
services) in third-century Rome.

The emperor at the time was Claudius II, who had the 
bright idea that men would make better soldiers if they 
were all single.
As a result of his new theory, he banned marriage for young 
men, prompting Valentine to strongly disagree with him.
Rather than go along with the new law, the good-natured 
priest carried on with the marriage ceremonies, meaning that many 
young people across the country could still get married.
Of course, Claudius II was appalled by this when he found out what was going 

on, and had poor Valentine killed off.

Why do we celebrate Valentine’s Day?
It is not known for certain why we celebrate Valentine’s Day 
in February, although there are some interesting suggestions.
The most popular is that this was the month in which Saint 
Valentine was martyred, although some theorists believe 
that it was first celebrated in February to overshadow a pa-
gan festival.
The Lupercalia celebrations involved priests, a sacred cave 
and sacrifices in the forms of goats and dogs.
This was supposed to make the women of the city more fer-
tile the year after, but since the Christians did not agree with this practice, it is very possible that they 
decided to celebrate Valentine’s Day in this month too.

When did Valentine’s Day become official?
Two centuries after Valentine’s death, Pope Gelasius became the head 
of the Catholic Church, and decreed that February 14th should be 
Valentine’s Day.
By now, the uprising of Christianity had well and truly gotten rid of the 
Lupercalia festivals, so everybody could concentrate on the day of love 
during this month.
However, it wasn’t really associated with love until later on.
The people of the Middle Ages believed that February 14th saw the start of the mating season for 
birds, and when this theory was added to the legends of Saint Valentine, it started to make sense that 
this day should be one on which to celebrate lovers.

Valentine’s Day evolution.
Valentine’s Day messages become increasingly popular after the year 1400, but there weren’t com-
pletely unheard of before this time.
In fact, legend has it that Saint Valentine was imprisoned and sent a message to his lover signed ‘From 
your Valentine’.
This may be highly romanticized, but if it’s true, definitely explains one of the most popular phrases 
seen on Valentine’s Day cards today.
Inside London’s British Library, there is a manuscript of the first Valentine’s message which we still 
have on record today.

Charles, Duke of Orleans, was in prison and wrote a love poem to his wife in 1415. 
While Saint Valentine’s message of love might be purely a legend, Charles’ tale is defi-
nitely one which is true.
Fast-forward a few hundred years, and Valentine’s Day cards started being mass- pro-
duced in their thousands.
In 1840’s America, cards were being  

manufactured with lace, ribbons and other pretty decorations.
There are now around one billion Valentine’s Day cards  
purchased each year, and (you won’t be surprised to know)  
85% of them are bought by women.

Courtesy of thefactsite.com
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Over 20 Years of Experience

  

  

  

 

 

786-205-1591786-205-1591

Joey Barber

Why are there only 28 Days in February?
February is a terrible month. By the time it arrives, we’re sick of the cold, sick of 
our winter clothes, and in many cases, just plain old sick. Fortunately, it’s a short 
month—just 28 days. But why?
Why does February only have 28 days?
Turns out, it’s not because everyone in the history of the human race has hated 
February. The month’s quirky timing dates back to the 10-month Roman calen-
dar, which began in March and ended in December. That’s right. For a while, 
January and February didn’t even exist. To the Romans, who made their lot by 
planting and harvesting, winter was a nameless, dateless slog. For part of the 
year, there was literally no system for keeping track of the days.
By the time the second king of Rome took the throne around 750 BC, the 
Romans decided to add two more months to their year in order to sync their  
calendar more accurately with the 12 lunar cycles. Those two months—January 
and February—had 28 days each, until the king decided to add an extra day to 
January to make the year 355 days long. Even numbers were considered unlucky 
at the time, and a 354-day year was unacceptable.
The calendar still had its flaws. Following the lunar cycle worked well for a few 
years, but soon the seasons became out of sync with their typical months. To 
fix it, the Romans added a leap month called Mercedonius. Rome’s high priests 
would decide when the month would arrive, and no one else in the city could 
keep track of what day it was. As you might have guessed, this was a nightmare.
When Julius Caesar took power, he reconfigured the entire thing again and 
aligned the length of the year with the sun, so that each year would add up to 
365 days. For some reason, he left February at 28 days.
And you know what? We totally agree with that arbitrary decision. February 
should always be as short as possible; no one likes it that much anyway. But 
there are ways to make it a little more enjoyable: These are the luckiest days of 
the year.

Courtesy of the reader digest

Courtesy of Homesteadfl.gov
Freebee Information

•	 Freebee is a FREE, door-to-door, on-demand trans-
portation service, brought to you by the City of Home-
stead to get you to and back from Downtown Home-
stead!

•	 Freebee vehicles are 100% electric, and emission 
-free!

•	 Your Freebee guide will share with you the latest and 
greatest happenings in the City of Homestead

•	 Freebee caters to any and all ages, from children to 
seniors, and all types of pets.

•	 Freebee provides booster seats as appropriate for 
children who exceed the size requirements to travel 
in a car seat.

•	 Smaller children and infants are required to be se-
cured in a federally approved car seat, provided by 
their parent or guardian.

•	 Freebee will direct you to a safe pickup location and 
will not stop in the middle of traffic.

How to Ride Freebee
Step 1: Download the 
Freebee app at the Apple/
Googleplay store

Step 2: Select your pick 
up location

Step 3: Browse local des-
tinations

Step 4: Select your des-
tination

Step 5: Enjoy the ride!

Service Hours

Monday-Friday:  
6:30 am - 9:30 am  
2:30 pm - 6:30 pm

Saturday:  
10:00 am -10:00 pm

Sunday:  
10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Contact Information

Website: https://ridefreebee.com

Email: support@ridefreebee.com

Elderly or Special Assistance: 
Provide dispatch line  
855-918-3733

BOB’S BUGS, INC. is a Fully Licensed / 
Insured Company that performs All Types of Pest 
Control including:
Indoor / Lawn Ornamental, Termites and Tent 
Fumigation.
No Contract Needed.

WE OFFER A FULL RANGE OF PEST CONTROL SERVICES:

Roaches • Fleas and Ticks • Ants / Fire Ants  
• Carpenter Ants • Mice / Rats  

• Silverfish Flying Flies • Spiders

TERMITES (TENT-LESS TERMITE TREATMENTS, LOCALIZED SPOT  
TREATMENTS, OF FULL TENTING TREATMENTS AVAILABLE

PREVIOUS AWARDS 2009 - 2019

Servicing The Villages of Homestead 
over 20 YEARS

20740 SW 82nd Avenue. Cutler Bay, FL 33189
Tel: (305) 234-5159   |   Fax: (305) 234-5608  

Email: bob@bobsbugs.com
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February 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

Garbage Day

Garbage Day

Garbage Day

Garbage Day

Couples Yoga
6:30 pm

Chocolate covered 
Strawberries / 
Cookies

12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

City Council Meeting  
6:00 pm at City Hall

All meetings are subject to change please call appropriate 
management companies for updated meeting dates.

An HOA Clubhouse can provide several benefits to our community. The 
Villages of Homestead was Established in 1979, The clubhouse has always 
been a major part of this community for decades from birthday parties to 
weddings, but most importantly everything has been centered around our 
great pool. We encourage all residents to visit are state of the art facility 
because creating a sense of community is indeed an essential part of the 
clubhouse staff ’s role. We are very happy to announce The Audubon Village 
voice newsletter will be mailed to every house in the villages once a month 
with information about clubhouse events along with community informa-
tion. Please feel free to contact the clubhouse with ideas or things you would 
like to see. Audubonclubhouse@att.net or 305-245-3003

Book Your Event Today!

L ar r y  Men o
Clubhouse Manager

1851 South Canal Drive
Homestead, Fl 33035

Tel: 305.245.3003
Fax: 305.245.8301
Cell: 305.297.1902

Email: Villages.Clubhouse@yahoo.com

• Social Events

• Meeting Rooms

• Receptions

• Quinceañeras

• Sporting Events

Audubon Pool

www.theaudubonvillagevoice.com   

Garbage Day
Bulk Pickup

Garbage Day
Bulk Pickup

Recycle Day

Recycle Day

Villages of Homestead

Clubhouse

Garbage Day

President’s Day 

No School 

Garbage Day

Committee of the Whole 
Meeting
5:30 pm at the City Hall        

Movie Night 6:00 pm 
featuring Wicked

Friday Dinner 6:00 pm
Cheeseteak Tortellini

The Mersey Beatles
8:00 pm at  
Seminole Theatre

Friday Dinner  
6:00 pm
Valentine’s Day Dinner

Friday Dinner 6:00 pm  
Brown Sugar  
Pork Chops

Friday Dinner  6:00 pm
Orange Chicken
Almost ABBA
8:00 pm at  
Seminole Theatre

Superbowl  
Party 5:30 pm


